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To: The Secretary, FCC Commisioners, and Chief, Media Bureau

I am writing to you today to comment on Docket No. 02-277, The Biennial
Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules. In its goals to
promote competition, diversity and localism in today's media market, I
strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the current media
ownership rules now in question.

In a media marketplace that is increasingly under the control of
conglommerates, which sees diversity increasingly limited by the appeal to
mass markets, the role of the FCC in regulating ownership is absolutely
integral to freedom of speech in this country.  Especially in matters
concerning the circulation of ideas and points of view, the public
interest is never served by a narrowing of the ownership community.

The right to carry on informed debate and discussion of current events is
part of the founding philosophy of our nation. Our forefathers believed
that democracy was best served by a diverse marketplace of ideas. If the
FCC allows our media outlets to merge, our ability to have open, informed
discussion with a wide variety of viewpoints will be compromised.

I support the FCC's plan to hold a public hearing on this matter in
Richmond, VA in February 2003, and I think similar hearings should be held
around the country.  Once again, the question of participation is at
stake.  It is far too easy to hear only those with corporate interests in
deregulation, a more complicated task to hear from those representatives
of social and civic groups with a strong interest in retaining diversity
on the airwaves.  But this must be done.

With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our democracy, it
is incumbent on the Commission to take the time to review these issues
more thoroughly and allow the American people to have a meaningful say in
the process.  The review process needs to be better publicized as well, so
that more ordinary Americans know what is at stake in the proposed
restructuring.

Thank you,

Craig Hetherington
Anthropology Department
University of California, Davis


